Fabry's disease presenting as syncope, angiokeratomas, and spoke-like cataracts in a young man: discussion of the differential diagnosis.
A 44-year-old male with a remote history of skin lesions and cataracts presented with subacute onset of syncope. The presentation and the differential diagnosis in this case of Fabry's disease are discussed. The pathophysiology, diagnosis, clinical manifestations, and treatment of this disorder are discussed, with a review of the literature. Fludrocortisone acetate therapy resulted in a reduction in the patient's syncopal event frequency. Serum enzymatic assay and skin biopsy are useful in the diagnosis of Fabry's disease. We advocate a conservative approach to the oculocutaneous symptoms and suggest appropriate interventions for the renovascular and autonomic nervous system complications of this disorder.